
1

Quilters of all abilities are invited to create a quilt that represents or interprets 
the I am worthy theme of the 2026 Gathering. The challenge comes not only in 
interpreting the theme but also in working within the following rules.

2026 Quilt Challenge

1. The quilt must interpret the gathering theme I am 
worthy.

2. The quilt must incorporate the pink and yellow 
colors in the gathering’s logo. Other colors may 
be used as the quilter desires. Read about the 
logo on the website: welcatg.org.

3. The finished perimeter of the quilt must be within 
the range of 100 to 320 inches. Any shape can 
be used as long as the perimeter is within 100 to 
320 inches.

4. Traditional or original patterns may be used. 
Credit must be given when using the pattern or 
design of another.

5. Quilts may be pieced or appliqued or a 
combination. They may include surface 
embellishment techniques (e.g., dyeing, trapunto, 
stenciling, whole cloth, embroidery, painting, 
embossing, etc.).

6. Quilts must be quilted, not tied. Either machine 
quilting or hand quilting is acceptable.

7. No fabric identification label is required. Quilters 
are asked to sign their quilt, however.

8. A sleeve for hanging is required.

9. The challenge is open to all. Quilts may be the 
work of a single individual or a group. Quilts 
must be constructed and quilted by the person(s) 
named on the entry blank.

10. There is a limit of one entry per person or group.
A person can have one entry as an individual
and an entry as part of a group. The entry fee
is 	$25. View payment instructions and
send payment electronically on the website:
welcatg.org.

11. At least two high-resolution photos, one photo
of the entire front of the quilt and one of the
entire back, are required with the entry
form below and the fee paid (see payment
instructions above) to Jennifer.hockenbery@elca.
org. Entries must be received by May 15, 2026.
Twenty quilts will be selected to be represented
at the Triennial!

12. Quilts selected as finalists will be required
to be mailed to the churchwide office. Full
instructions will be given to the finalists when the
finalists are selected.

13. Entries will be judged by a panel of selected
quilters. Final winners will be selected for
originality, adherence to selected themes,
workwomanship, creative use of materials
and overall design execution. There will be a
people’s choice award and a quilters choice
award.

14. Winners and qualifying entries will be on display
at the 2026 Gathering, Des Moines, Iowa. They
will be auctioned at the Gathering and 50% of
the proceeds will go to Women of the ELCA and
50% will will go to Lutheran World Relief.

For more information, visit: welcatg.org



Describe how the quilt interprets the gathering theme.

Your name

Your address

City								 State		  Zip 

E-mail address Phone number

I have read and agree to the rules of the Quilt Challenge. I understand that by entering this quilt in the 
challenge I agree that 1) this entry is original, it has not won previous prizes and it does not infringe 			
on any 	third-party rights, and 2) my name, picture, likeness and city and state of residence may be 	  
used by Women of the ELCA in educational, informational and promotional materials 	in a variety of 			
media, including electronic media.

DateSignature 

For more info, visit: welcatg.org

Entry Form
One form per submitted quilt.




