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Memorials & Resolutions Adopted by the  
2026 Women of the ELCA Thirteenth Triennial Convention 

 
 
Memorial 1: Faithful Friends Giving to Women of the ELCA 

Whereas, Women have given generously to the churchwide organization through their 
offerings and Thank offerings, individually and as a whole; and 
Whereas, “Faithful Friends” is an easy way for individuals to give regularly to Women of 
the ELCA and provide steadfast support for the organization; and 
Whereas, “Faithful Friends” funds support the Women of the ELCA’s general fund 
making it possible for the organization to act quickly and flexibly in response to any 
need that may arise; and 
Whereas, the prophet Isaiah tells us that God says, “I am about to do a new thing” 
(43:19a), and “Faithful Friends” is one way of helping Women of the ELCA be ready for 
whatever new thing God has in store; and 
Whereas, “Faithful Friends” is an automatic electronic monthly donation opportunity 
for all Women of the ELCA; therefore, be it 

RESOLVED, that all units are encouraged to share information about “Faithful Friends” as an 
opportunity to support the work of Women of the ELCA; and be it further 

RESOLVED, that all leaders within Synodical Women’s Organizations are encouraged to 
become “Faithful Friends”; and be it further 

RESOLVED, that we encourage each Synodical Women’s Organization to engage their 
constituents in becoming “Faithful Friends” and to report their efforts to the 2027 and 
2028 Conference of Presidents. 

This was submitted to the 2026 Triennial Convention by Upstate New York (7D), 
Southwestern Washington (1C), Northern Great Lakes (5G), South-Central Synod of Wisconsin 
(5K), Grand Canyon (2D) and Nebraska (4A) synodical women’s organizations. 
 
 
Memorial 2: Supporting the Black, Indigenous, and People of Color (BIPOC) Leaders of the 
ELCA 
Whereas, this is the first time in the history of the ELCA that BIPOC leaders serve together 
at three of the highest levels of the organization: Presiding Bishop Yehiel Curry, Vice 
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President Imran Siddiqui, and Secretary Rev. Lucille “CeCee” Mills; and 
 
Whereas, this is an opportunity for Women of the ELCA in all its expressions to strengthen 
our allyship to all BIPOC leaders within the ELCA; and 
 
Whereas, the Women of the ELCA has identified itself as being anti-racist since 2002; and 
 
Whereas, the ELCA’s ministries of diverse cultures and communities work with seven 
ethnic communities to become more culturally diverse and anti-racist through the work 
of Racial Justice Ministries, committed to the work of confronting racism and moving 
toward fairness and justice in the church and society; and 
 
Whereas, the Women of the ELCA is supportive of the work of ELCA Racial Justice 
Ministries and is actively participating in the Racial Justice Network; and 
 
Whereas, in 2023 it was reported that BIPOC leaders were 2.3% of the ELCA roster; and 
 
Whereas, it is noted that BIPOC ELCA rostered leaders have and continue to experience real 
world experiences of racism (including assumptions that they are not “real Lutherans” or 
that they struggle with Lutheran theology) and express difficulty in “being in white spaces”; 
and 
 
Whereas, the ELCA authorized Theological Education for Emerging Ministries (TEEM) in the 
ELCA Constitution in 2004 as a response to ministry needs of the ELCA. TEEM is a leadership 
formation process for those who meet established criteria. Candidates do not self-identify 
and every candidate must be serving in an emerging ministry site identified by a synod 
bishop as noted in the ELCA Candidacy Manual; and Whereas, TEEM prepares individuals 
who are perceived by the ELCA to possess those leadership abilities that are needed in 
specific communities such as African American, Black, Asian and Pacific Islander, Hispanic, 
American Indian and Alaska Native, Arab Middle Eastern, deaf, remote rural and inner-city 
communities; and  

 
Whereas, both Presiding Bishop Curry and Secretary Mills are from TEEM programs; and 
 
Whereas, we recognize that having BIPOC leaders is/will be a challenge due to racist 
systems, entrenched biases, and assumptions based on race; and 
 
Whereas, this is an opportunity to join together to help birth a movement to help BIPOC 
leaders feel comfortable and supported within the Church, and to encourage young BIPOC 
leaders to become leaders in the church; therefore, be it 
 
RESOLVED, that we actively work to remove barriers to uplift and empower the 
gifts of BIPOC leaders who are needed and missing from communities; and be it 
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RESOLVED, that we learn more about and accurately communicate what the TEEM 
program is; and be it 
 
RESOLVED, that we take individual steps in learning what “allyship” means, and become 
allies through actions that include but are not limited to: 
 

• Lamenting the sin of racism. 
• Actively listening to BIPOC leaders. 
• Receiving the gifts BIPOC leaders bring to their roles. 
• Continuing to educate ourselves by reading recommended resources, such as See 

Me, Believe Me. 
• Taking a bystander training course and/or anti-racism training. 
• Starting or joining a book club with others who are seeking to become anti-racist. 
• Joining one of the ELCA Ethnic Associations in their work on racial justice. 
• Supporting synods and congregations in making and changing policy re: racial justice. 
• Praying for BIPOC leaders, and, be it 

 
RESOLVED, that the Women of the ELCA celebrate the gifts the TEEM program brings to 
the church as it widens the net of rostered leadership and theological opportunity. 

This was submitted to the 2026 Triennial Convention by Minneapolis Area (3G), 
Southwestern Washington (1C), Northern Texas-Northern Louisiana (4D), Northern Great 
Lakes (5G), Nebraska (4A), Grand Canyon (2D) and East-Central Synod of Wisconsin (5I) 
synodical women’s organizations. 
 
 
Memorial 3: Justice for Neighbors 
Whereas, the two great commandments of our faith are to love the Lord our God with our 
heart, soul, mind, and strength, and to love our neighbor as ourselves (Matthew 22:35-40, Mark 
12:28-31, Luke 10:25-28, Deuteronomy 6:4-5, Leviticus 19:18); 

Whereas, Jesus himself instructs us to show our neighbor mercy (Luke 6:36, 10:29-37) 
and calls us especially to care for the marginalized and the ''least of these'' (Matthew 
25:31-46), including the sick, the hungry, the homeless, the imprisoned, and the stranger; 

Whereas, Jesus calls the poor and hungry blessed (Luke 6:20-21, Matthew 5:1-10) and 
likewise blesses the merciful and the peacemakers; 

Whereas, we are called in our baptism ''to serve all people, following the example of Jesus," 
and ''to strive for justice and peace in all the earth'' (Evangelical Lutheran Worship, pp 228, 
236- 237); and, 
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Whereas, the motives and integrity of our Lutheran serving arms, including not limited to 
Global Refuge, AMMPARO, and others have been called into question; now, therefore, be 
it 

RESOLVED, that we, the Women of the ELCA, affirm our commitment to living out 
our baptismal vocation in daily life; 

RESOLVED, that we likewise affirm our support for Global Refuge, AMMPARO, ELCA 
World Hunger, Lutheran Disaster Response, and all our serving arms that do the work of 
showing mercy and care and love to our siblings around the world; 

RESOLVED, that we commit ourselves to speaking out against discrimination and prejudice; 
 
RESOLVED, that we commit ourselves to standing up for the rights and dignity of all God's 
beloved children, especially for siblings of color, Indigenous siblings, queer and 
transgender siblings, migrant and refugee siblings, hungry and homeless siblings, siblings 
with disabilities, and all siblings whose rights are being threatened; 

RESOLVED, that we encourage all individuals and units of the Women of the ELCA to engage 
in the ongoing work of serving and seeking justice and peace for our neighbor by supporting 
and praying for the work of our serving arms and justice teams. 

This was submitted to the 2026 Triennial Convention by Nebraska (4A) and Northern Great 
Lakes (5G) synodical women’s organizations.  
 
 
Memorial 4: In Recognition of Creation Care Justice 
Whereas, Women of the ELCA recognizes that Creation Care is our Christian responsibility, 
and that we need to strive to be good stewards of God's Earth, actively protecting it and 
renewing it for the wellbeing of all creatures. 

Whereas, the injustices caused by Climate Change involve the world's most vulnerable 
populations: women, children, the elderly, people with chronic medical conditions, people 
with disabilities, residents of low-income nations, and Indigenous populations who face 
disproportionate impacts from extreme weather events, forced migration, food and water 
insecurity, health problems, and loss of livelihoods and shelter. 

Whereas, we acknowledge both the ELCA Social Message on Earth's Climate Crisis and 
the Lutherans Restoring Creation organization, which educate and cultivate a 
community of dedicated stewards of the earth and neighbors who proclaim God’s 
promise of hope and healing for all. 

THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Women of the ELCA will support local units in using 
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Creation Care and Lutherans Restoring Creation resources; and the Women of the ELCA 
churchwide organization is encouraged to include Creation Care as one of its Justice causes. 

This was submitted to the 2026 Triennial Convention by Alaska (1A) synodical women’s 
organization. 
 
 
Memorial 5: Unification of Women Around the Intent of the Gospel 
Whereas, Scripture calls women to obey Christ’s Great Commission and demonstrates 
women are crucial and indispensable to Christ's mission; and 
 
Whereas, women have protected the children of God, proclaimed the glory of God, prayed 
for children, saved their families from certain death, prophesied God’s judgment, followed 
Jesus and financially supported His earthly ministry, provided meeting places for followers 
of the early church, remained with Christ through His crucifixion, were the original witnesses 
to and proclaimers of His resurrection, exemplified loyalty to God, and were commanded by 
God to pass their faith through the generations; and 
 
Whereas, ELCA women have been the earliest missionaries, have spent their lives teaching 
and living the gospel, and have followed the call, duty and privilege of making disciples of all 
nations by verbal witness; and 

Whereas, the Women of the ELCA Central States Synodical Convention affirms the gifts, 
ministries, and value of women who courageously, selflessly, and sacrificially serve the 
church at large; and 
 
THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that we as Women of the ELCA see and honor the works 
that women today are doing in homes, churches, communities, workplaces, and on the 
global mission field to further the kingdom of God; and 
 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that we empower all Women of the ELCA to work together to 
commission, train, and support women to go and make disciples while serving 
courageously, giving sacrificially, praying continuously, and loving one another as Christ 
loved us in order to effectively impart the faith to the next generation. 
 
This was submitted to the 2026 Triennial Convention by Central States (4B) synodical women’s 
organization. 
 
 
Memorial 6: Raising Up Healthy Women and Girls 
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Whereas, women make healthcare decisions for themselves and for their families; and 
 
Whereas, we are committed to God’s command to make disciples of all nations and to 
serve others by caring for ourselves, our families, churches and communities, in order to 
develop healthy, just societies; and 

Whereas, it is important to educate women and children to be balanced 
physically, emotionally, mentally, and spiritually; and 

Whereas, Many women face barriers to being in control of their own healthcare or to 
serving as healthy role models to girls and families. 

Therefore, be it RESOLVED, that Women of the ELCA is committed to raising up 
healthy women and girls through education about physical, spiritual and emotional 
health. 

This was submitted to the 2026 Triennial Convention by Central States (4B) synodical women’s 
organization. 
 
 
Memorial 7: Raise Awareness of Indian Boarding Schools 
Whereas, for 150 years, more than 500 Indian boarding schools operated across the 
United States, where Native children were forcibly taken from their families and 
communities, prohibited all expression of Native language and culture, and required to 
perform manual labor, with a goal to “kill the Indian in him and save the man”; and 

Whereas, many religious institutions, including predecessor denominations of the ELCA, 
collaborated with the federal government in operating more than half of these federally- 
funded schools. Examples include the Bethany Indian Mission School in Wittenberg, 
Wisconsin; and 

Whereas, these boarding schools caused profound harm to Indigenous children, families, and 
communities; and that harm continues today through intergenerational trauma and 
economic and social effects; 

RESOLVED, that Women of the ELCA encourage participants, units and synodical 
women’s organizations to educate themselves and others about the issue, using 
resources such as those found at https://www.elca.org/indianboardingschools and 
https://www.elca.org/truthandhealing; and 
 
RESOLVED, that Women of the ELCA encourage participants, units and synodical 
women’s organizations to educate themselves and others about the issue, using 
resources such as those found at https://www.elca.org/indianboardingschools and 

http://elca.org/truthandhealing
http://elca.org/truthandhealing
http://www/
http://elca.org/indianboardingschools
https://www.elca.org/truthandhealing
https://www.elca.org/indianboardingschools
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https://www.elca.org/truthandhealing; and 
 
RESOLVED, that Women of the ELCA participants observe September 30 as a National Day of 
Remembrance for Indian Boarding Schools. 
This was submitted to the 2026 Triennial Convention by East-Central Synod of Wisconsin 
(5I) synodical women’s organization.  
 
 
Memorial 8: Raise Awareness of Missing and Murdered Indigenous Women 
Whereas, in the United States, violence against American Indian and Alaska Native women 
has reached devastating levels, with over 5,700 reported missing in 2016 according to FBI 
data (https://www.ojp.gov/pdffiles1/nij/249822.pdf), and approximately 4200 missing and 
murdered cases remain unsolved according to the Bureau of Indian Affairs 
(https://www.bia.gov/service/mmu/missing-and-murdered-indigenous-people-crisis); and 
 
Whereas, the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America has committed to addressing 
injustices against Indigenous peoples through its "Repudiation of the Doctrine of 
Discovery" (2016) and "Declaration to American Indian and Alaska Native People" (2021), 
while also addressing gender-based violence through various social statements and 
messages; and 

Whereas, Women of the ELCA are called to do justice (Micah 6:8); 

 
Therefore be it RESOLVED, that women of the ELCA be encouraged to learn about the 
issue of Missing and Murdered Indigenous Women (MMIW) by use of resources such as 
those found at https://www.elca.org/truthandhealing; and 
 
Therefore be it further RESOLVED, that this resolution be memorialized to Women of the 
ELCA for consideration at their Triennial Convention in 2026. 
 
This was submitted to the 2026 Triennial Convention by East-Central Synod of Wisconsin (5I) 
synodical women’s organization. 
 
 
Memorial 9: Clean Water for the People of Kuwaa Land in Liberia, West Africa 
Whereas, the Kuwaa villagers of Liberia do not have access to clean water and must use 
stream water for drinking, bathing, and laundry -- the same water used to carry human 
waste; and 

https://www.elca.org/truthandhealing
https://www.ojp.gov/pdffiles1/nij/249822.pdf
https://www.bia.gov/service/mmu/missing-and-murdered-indigenous-people-crisis
https://www.elca.org/truthandhealing
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Whereas, heavy rains carry unhealthy contaminants from the towns into the streams, 
making the stream water unsafe to drink; and 
 
Whereas, women and children spend many hours hauling water to their homes; and 
 
Whereas, the Kuwaa people live in Liberia’s most remote, isolated parts—regions that have 
been neglected by governmental and non-governmental organizations for years; and 

Whereas, more water wells are needed in villages ranging in size from 30 to 3,000 people; 

and Whereas, to build a well to supply clean water, about 25 sacks of cement, pumps, filters, 

and 
other materials must be transported to the area; 

 
THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Churchwide Organization of the Women of the ELCA 
encourages all individuals and units of the Women of the ELCA to educate themselves and 
others about the Kuwaa Mission (htps://www.kuwaamission.org/projects/safe-water/) and 
encourages the organization of fundraising projects to collect money to be used to build 
water wells and provide other equipment so the Kuwaa people of Liberia have access to 
clean water. 

 
This was submitted to the 2026 Triennial Convention by Northeastern Minnesota (3E) synodical 
women’s organization. 
 
 
Memorial 10: Period Poverty 
Whereas, healthcare and health education for women, persons of color and the 
LGBTQIA+ community have come a long way and still have a long way to go; and 

Whereas, healthcare services and supplies are difficult to obtain in many parts of the 
United States, not just in developing nations; and 
 
Whereas, statistics show that approximately 1 in 10 female students globally and 1 in 4 
female students in the United States miss one (1) week a month of school during their 
periods, and that adults also miss out on job opportunities for advancement due to a lack of 
access and/or a lack of funds to obtain menstrual products; and 

Whereas, the need is great for us to spread awareness and education about 
women's healthcare and advocate for women's health here in the United States and 

https://www.kuwaamission.org/projects/safe-water/
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globally; and 
 
Whereas, faith communities can help raise awareness and start the discussion about 
the health needs of women, young girls and those who identify as female; therefore, 
be it 
 
RESOLVED, that in our churches we will have menstrual supplies available in the 
restrooms; and be it further 

RESOLVED, that we will donate to food banks, women’s shelters, and homeless 
organizations menstrual supplies in our communities; and be it further 

RESOLVED, that all Women of the ELCA be encouraged to obtain more information 
from organizations such as Days for Girls https://www.daysforgirls.org/ ; and be it 
further 
 
RESOLVED, that as Women of the ELCA we will continue to bring awareness to the topic 
of period poverty and other healthcare needs of women. 

This was submitted to the 2026 Triennial Convention by Virginia (9A) synodical women’s 
organization. 
 

 

Resolution 2026.02. Immigrant Family Detention Awareness and Action.   

WHEREAS, Jesus teaches that when we feed the hungry, visit those in prison and 
welcome the stranger, we care for Jesus; and 
 
WHEREAS, the Women of the ELCA promote discipleship, mercy, and justice; and 
 
WHEREAS, the detention of Immigrant families is traumatizing for children and often 
medically and nutritionally dangerous to both children and their parents; and 
 
WHEREAS, the Women of the ELCA have had meaningful and much success with writing 
letters for change; and 
 
WHEREAS, AMMPARO (Accompanying Migrant Minors with Protection, Advocacy, 
Representation, and Opportunities) is our ELCA participant in the faith engagement 
working group of the National Coalition to End Family and Child Detention and the Kairos 
Center for Religions, Rights and Social Justice; therefore, be it 
 

https://www.daysforgirls.org/
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RESOLVED, that we as Women of the ELCA request education and direction from 
AMMPARO and ELCA Advocacy about family detention; and be it further 
 
RESOLVED, that Women of the ELCA churchwide and synodical organizations be 
encouraged to provide education about family detention and guidance for advocacy to 
end family detention in the United States through as many means possible within the 
Women of the ELCA; and be it 
 
RESOLVED, that SWOs and Congregational Units be encouraged to hold events to learn, 
pray and advocate using resources such as from freefamilies.net; and be it 
 
RESOLVED, that all Women of the ELCA participants be encouraged to send letters of 
advocacy to state and federal legislators and to the US Immigration and Customs 
Enforcement (ICE) regarding the closure of family detention centers with language 
provided by the staff of the Women of the ELCA, AMMPARO, and ELCA Advocacy. 

 

This was submitted to the 2026 Triennial Convention by Voting Member Donna Petrell, 
Region 8, Southwestern Pennsylvania. 
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