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Katie’s Fund: $1 million strong 
by Emma Crossen

Last May, Women of the ELCA, through the churchwide executive board, issued 
a challenge. At that point, Katie’s Fund had grown to $830,000 in 15 years. So, 
it was with ambition that the board set a goal: to raise another $170,000 in 14 
months. Put simply, we wanted to grow the endowment to $1 million by the start 
of the Ninth Triennial Gathering, July 24–27, 2014. 
 Now, just 12 months later, we have good news. Katie’s Fund is growing. 
Thanks to donations from congregational units, individuals and synodical 
organizations, Katie’s Fund has grown to $1,020,728. With the triennial gathering 
two months away and our annual Katie’s Fund appeal happening in May, what if 
$1 million is just the beginning? 
 As Katie’s Fund grows, it generates more interest each year. Women of the 
ELCA can use every dollar of that interest to support ministry in three areas—
leadership development, global sharing and living theology. Here are two 
stories of how Katie’s Fund is supporting ministry.

Faith and body image story shared
In February, Café (boldcafe.org) featured a popular article by Elyssa Salinas, 
a student at the Lutheran Theological Seminary in Philadelphia. Elyssa wrote 
openly to young women about faith and body image. She shared how she has 
learned to have confidence in her own body. The story, “My Body is a Temple,” 
was a big hit. Through Twitter, Facebook and email, Café heard from women who 
were encouraged by Elyssa’s writing. The article inspired Café groups to have 
honest conversations about how their faith can move them to care for and honor 
the bodies God gave them. 
 Because of Katie’s Fund, Elyssa was able to travel to Kansas in March to 
speak about this topic at a women’s retreat. There, her witness touched more 
lives and planted seeds of healing and wholeness. Through this trip, Elyssa also 
saw a whole new side of Women of the ELCA. Aside from writing for Café, Elyssa 
didn’t know much about our ministries. Because of Katie’s Fund, a talented and 
aspiring ELCA leader is now part of our churchwide community of women. 

DVDs given to resource centers
The possibilities for spending Katie’s Fund only increase as the endowment 
grows, providing more dollars each year for ministry. Three films will screen 
this summer at the Ninth Triennial Gathering. I Believe You is an interfaith 
documentary about domestic violence and how faith communities respond. 
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In-kind gift recipients announced
 

Women across the church are busy collecting up items for five programs, 
four in North Carolina and one international, that serve women of many 
generations. Visit the “get involved” link on welcatg.org to learn how you can 
join in the effort to gather in-kind gifts, continuing a long-standing tradition 
that Lutheran women provide support to the host city of a triennial gathering.
 Those agencies receiving our in-kind gifts in 2014 will be:
• The Legacy Hall program of Florence Crittenton Services (works with at-risk 

adolescent females, ages 16-21, who are in legal custody of the Department 
of Social Services and need assistance in learning vocational, life and social 
skills development in order to facilitate positive future outcomes).

• The Journey Place program of The Relatives (works with young adult 
males, ages 18-21, who are aging out of foster care and need assistance 
making the transition from foster care to being an independent adult).

• Faith Farm, of Lutheran Services Carolinas (provides transitional housing 
for homeless female veterans and provides them employment and benefit 
assistance, transportation to and from medical appointments and job 
interviews, counseling, re-integration into the community and support 
from local faith groups.

• Lily Pad Haven (provides housing and coordinates transitional services 
for victims of human trafficking).

• Lutheran World Relief (provides relief on behalf of U.S. Lutherans, helping 
Lutherans put their Christian faith into action. Quilts and kits travel around 
the globe, helping those in need).

In addition, folks involved in each of these agencies will be present in The 
Dor, our exhibit hall, leading interactive learning opportunities, alternatives 
to traditional workshops.
 In-kind gifts can be brought to The Dor, the exhibit hall, at the Charlotte 
Convention Center on Thursday, July 24. Alternately, items can be mailed to 
the following address, for arrival before June 15:
Women of the ELCA 
In-Kind Gifts 
8765 W Higgins Road 
Chicago IL 60631-4101
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It’s time to get moving
 

The Ninth Triennial Gathering Run, Walk and Roll will 
soon be here. More than 300 participants are preparing 
to run, walk or roll through Charlotte’s brand new Romare 
Bearden Park. This 5K pledged-sponsored event is the 
primary fundraiser supporting Raising Up Healthy Women 
and Girls, our ongoing health initiative. It also serves as 
the physical presence and witness of a community of 
women committed to the health and wellbeing of women 
and girls.
 This gathering’s theme of many generations lends 
itself to the pledge we have made in assisting girls to 
successfully avoid the health issues of their mothers, aunts 
and grandmothers. The Rev. Beth Birkholz-Seeke and Ms. 
Jennifer J. Hall will host a brief program and warm-up on 
Saturday, July 26 at 6:30 a.m. and then the fun begins.
 If you are registered for the gathering but not the Run, 
Walk and Roll, to add the 5K to your activities contact the 
registration office by emailing OutreachRegistration@niu.
edu or by calling 815-753-7922. Have your confirmation 
number available. Shortly after, you will receive an email 
alert with instruction for collecting pledges.
 At the gathering—

• Stop at the registration area (in the Charlotte 
Convention Center) for your on-site registration.

• Start the 5K with us on Saturday, July 16 at 6:30 
a.m. in Romare Bearden Park to complete a course 
designed just for us. It is ADA accessible.

• Visit Raising Up Healthy Women and Girls in the 
servant opportunity area at The Dor (the exhibit hall) 
for new ideas to take back home and a report of the 
great work that has been accomplished since 2011.

 If you are not coming to Charlotte, you can participate 
by supporting someone in your synodical women’s 
organization or by collecting pledges on behalf of the more 
than 300 participants. Go to welcatg.org and follow the 
link on the home page to learn how you can make online 
pledges or set-up an online fundraising page (if you are 
participating in the 5K).
 Yes, the work of raising up healthy women and girls 
is done one woman and one girl at a time but we have to 
step up our pace. It will take the support of all women to 
create a community of women that is healthy for this next 
generation.

There’s still plenty of time to 
register for the Ninth Triennial 
Gathering! Go to welcatg.org to 
register. #welcatg  

1-COLOR (BLACK) 2-COLOR (PMS 308 + BLACK)

Ninth Triennial
Gathering

JULY 24–27, 2014

Ninth Triennial
Gathering

JULY 24–27, 2014

Ninth Triennial
Gathering

JULY 24–27, 2014

Ninth Triennial
Gathering

JULY 24–27, 2014

PMS (4 COLORS)

WOMEN OF THE ELCA TRIENNIAL GATHERING LOGO

CMYK (4-COLOR PROCESS)



  May/June 2014   interchange4

New Bible Study: Transforming Life and Faith
by Kate Elliott

A new life partner, a new child, a new job, a new home: 
most of us recognize how our lives are changed by these 
experiences. In the new Gather Bible study, Transforming 
Life and Faith, we will consider how our lives and our faith 
journeys are transformed by the events we experience and 
the people we meet. In both the Old Testament and New 
Testament, and especially in Acts of the Apostles, we will 
read about people who have life-changing experiences. 
 Starting in the September issue of Gather, we will 
meet these biblical figures and watch them turn to and 
with God as their minds, hearts and daily lives are altered. 
And we will reflect on the ways we, too, have been and will 
be transformed and called by God to serve God’s mission 
in the world.

About the Author
Carol Schersten LaHurd is a lifelong 
teacher: high school English, parish 
education and for the past 30 years, 
biblical studies, Islam and interfaith 
relations in colleges, seminaries, the 
church and the wider community. 
After earning degrees from 

Augustana College (Ill.) and the University of Chicago, she 
received a Ph.D. in New Testament from the University of 
Pittsburgh and Pittsburgh Theological Seminary. 
 Carol has published many scholarly articles and 
book chapters on biblical and interfaith topics and has 
experience in inter-religious and ecumenical relations. 
She was author of “Luke’s Vision: The People of God,” 
the 1998 Bible study for Lutheran Woman Today (now 
Gather). Currently she teaches part-time at the Lutheran 
School of Theology at Chicago and is educational outreach 
consultant for the seminary’s Center for Christian-Muslim 
Engagement for Peace and Justice.
 For her own personal transformations, LaHurd credits 
close reading of the Bible, a lifetime in a dozen Lutheran 
congregations, a host of inspiring students and teachers, 
travel and living abroad, friends of all religions and no 
religion and her extended family.

Study Resources
The only piece essential for the Transforming Life and Faith 
study is a subscription to Gather magazine; however, the 
following companion pieces add depth to the study. These 
are now available for purchase. 
Leader Guide  ELCAWO1040 $7.95
Companion Bible ELCAWO1041 $3.95 
Bookmark   ELCAWO1042 $3.75  

(Sold in packs of 12)

For Bible study resources: Applicable sales tax and 
shipping charges will be included when an order is placed. 
Call 800-638-3522, ext. 2580, or visit womenoftheelca.
org and click on “shop now” on any page to order. A 
downloadable brochure about the Bible study is available 
at gathermagazine.org or through the online store. 

For a subscription to Gather call 800-328-4648 to order  
1 year/10 issues $15 2 years/20 issues $28

    Kate Elliott is editor of Gather.
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Bible Study intro events
 

LaHurd may be available to introduce the Bible study to your group or larger synodical women’s organization convention. 
Hosting groups are responsible for contacting LaHurd and working out the arrangements, which includes dates, travel 
and compensation. Locations and dates are based on request and schedule availability.
 If you are interested in hosting an event, contact Terri Lackey by email (terri.lackey@elca.org) or phone: 800–638–
3522, ext. 2732 to receive LaHurd’s contact information. We will add more dates to the calendar as we receive information 
from those hosting an event. 

Find out more about Gather’s upcoming Bible study, Transforming Life and Faith by Carol Schersten LaHurd by attending 
one of the following events. All events below feature the Bible study author unless otherwise stated. To find up-to-date 
events, visit gathermagazine.org and click on Gather Bible studies/Bible study intro events.

June 28
Southeastern Minnesota Synod 
Women’s Day
Good Earth Village
25303 Old Town Drive 
Spring Valley, Minn.
507-346-2494 (office);  
507-676-3600 (cell)
Contact: Kristen Twitchell (kristen@
goodearthvillage.org), director of 
leadership ministries

July 17–18
Luther Seminary
St. Paul, Minn.
Contact: Sally Peters (speters@
luthersem.edu), director, The Center 
for LifeLong Learning or Deb Palus 
(dpalus@luthersem.edu)
651–641–3429

July 25–26
Triennial Gathering 
Charlotte, N.C.
(This event is for Triennial Gathering 
participants. Learn more at  
welcatg.org.)

August 16
Sponsored by Southeastern Iowa 
SWO at Krumm Business Center
Grand View University
1309 Grandview Ave
Des Moines, Iowa
Contact: Sandy Chandonia 
(seiawelca@yahoo.com)

August 23
Northwest Washington and 
Southwestern Washington
Trinity Lutheran Church
Tacoma, Wash.
Contact: Janean Moriarty
360-620-5368

August 24
Oregon Synod
Peace Lutheran Church
Portland, Ore.
Contact Barbara Gordon  
(bdbg@comcast.net)

September 6
Grand Canyon SWO
Grace Lutheran Church
1124 N. 3rd St
Phoenix, Ariz.
Contact: Laura Krueger  
(lkrueger15@cox.net)

September 6     
Immanuel Lutheran Church
104 Snelling Ave So.
St. Paul, Minn.
Bible study to be presented by 
the Rev. Cindy Bullock, pastor at 
Immanuel
Contact Virginia Coller  
(ginnacoller@hotmail.com) 

September 27
Our Savior’s Lutheran Church  
and School
200 Avenida San Pablo
San Clemente, Calif.
Contact: Kelly Frohner 
(andrewsmom@prodigy.net),  
949-361-2331 
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News from the April 2014 executive board meeting
 

The churchwide executive board of Women of the ELCA 
met April 25–26, 2014, at the Galt House, Louisville, 
Ky., hearing reports, engaging in both racial justice 
and stewardship education and receiving updates on 
the Ninth Triennial Convention and triennial gathering, 
among other things.

Ninth Triennial Convention
The Ninth Triennial Convention of Women of the ELCA 
will be held in Charlotte, N.C, July 22–24, 2014. The board 
learned that 380 delegates have been elected to serve at 
the convention, with 40 of those delegates being women of 
color or whose first language is other than English. The board 
reviewed the agenda for the convention and learned that 
the Rev. Dr. Wyvetta Bullock, executive for administration 
and assistant to the presiding bishop, will lead a Bible study 
during the convention. Additional information regarding the 
convention is available at womenoftheelca.org. 

Financial matters
The executive board reviewed income and expenses for 
the first two months of FY2014. It learned that, as of April 
15th, Katie’s Fund had reached $1,014,331.60, surpassing 
the goal to grow the endowment to $1 million by the start 
of the triennial gathering. The annual appeal for Katie’s 
Fund takes place each May.
 As of February 19, 2014, $147,865 had been received for 
the 25th Anniversary Appeal. The anniversary year ended 
May 31, 2013. Half of this amount, or $73,932.50, was 
given to the ELCA Malaria Campaign in FY2013, helping the 
campaign to reach its fundraising goal for the year.

Other matters
The executive board modified the Board Stewardship 
Development policy, originally adopted in April 2009, 
to include a statement encouraging board members to 
continue supporting board development goals after their 
service on the churchwide board ends.
 During its stewardship education time, the board met 
with Carol Winkler, a member of the Presbyterian Women’s 
Churchwide Coordinating Team (akin to the executive 
board), who shared ways in which current and former PW 
leaders help lead fundraising efforts for their organization. 

PW’s national offices are in Louisville.
 The executive board learned that the organization’s 
communication efforts and publications were recently 
honored by both the Associated Church Press and the 
Religion Communicators Council.
 Staff reported that the next Women Building Global 
Community travel seminar will be to Tanzania in November 
2015. The trip has already been announced to the 19 
companion synodical women’s organizations (SWOs) to 
the Evangelical Lutheran Church in Tanzania because of 
their companion church relationships.

 The board learned that in 2013, over 40 individuals 
requested information to start or revitalize a congregational 
unit. Over 11,000 A place for you brochures in English and 
2,000 in Spanish were distributed since February 2013.
 Staff reported that more than 1,700 women have 
already registered for the Ninth Triennial Gathering, 
scheduled for July 24–27, 2014, including more than 600 
first time attendees. Additional information about the 
gathering is available at welcatg.org. 
 In ongoing matters, the board heard reports from 
the president, treasurer, executive director and staff and 
standing committees; engaged in racial justice advocacy 
education; and received reports from advisors. 
 While in Louisville for the board meeting, the board 
members, advisors and staff attended portions of the 
Quadrennial Assembly of the United Methodist Women 
which was taking place there at the same time. A highlight 
for all was hearing a plenary address by Hillary Rodham 
Clinton.
 The board will meet in Charlotte prior to the Ninth 
Triennial Convention, on July 21, 2014. Following that, the 
next board meeting is October 16–18, 2014, in Chicago.

More than 1,700 women have already 
registered for the Ninth Triennial 
Gathering, scheduled for July 24–27, 
2014, including more than 600 first 
time attendees.
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Katie’s Fund: $1 million strong 

 continued from page 1

Harvest of Empire tells the stories of immigrant families and 
Latino pioneers in the United States. Miss Representation 
shows how media misrepresentations of women lead to 
women being underrepresented in positions of power and 
influence. 
 Each of these films is a powerful tool for education and 
advocacy in women’s groups and congregations. To that 
end, Women of the ELCA used Katie’s Fund to purchase 
DVD copies of I Believe You and Harvest of Empire for 
58 ELCA Resource Centers. (Miss Representation was 
previously sent to the centers through the ELCA Justice for 
Women desk.) Resource centers are like libraries where 
congregations can borrow books, films, curriculums and 
other resources to use in ministry.
 Last October, Roxanne Hochsprung used I Believe You 
for an adult-education series at Grace and Peace Lutheran 
Church in Peoria, Ill. It made an impact. Roxanne told of 
one woman, over the age of 70, who approached Roxanne 
privately to say that she wished she’d seen the film in 1968. 
Another woman, who did not attend the film screening, 
came to Roxanne and said she finally had the courage to 

leave her abusive husband. “Even though she didn’t see 
the film,” Roxanne said, “I do believe just knowing the 
church is talking about the issue made a difference to her.”
 By purchasing copies of these films for resource 
centers, Katie’s Fund is helping more congregations to 
make space for important conversations. The films are 
now available in the resource centers. To find the resource 
center nearest you, call your synod office. 
 These are just examples of the kinds of life-changing 
ministry that you support when you give to Katie’s Fund. 
Now that we’ve exceeded the $1 million goal, it turns out 
we’re just getting started. As Katharina von Bora says in the 
newly updated Katie’s Fund skit, “Keep up the good work.” 

    Emma Crossen is director for 
stewardship and development.

June 2014
7  Southeastern Pennsylvania 

SWO convention, St. Matthew 
Lutheran, Springfield, Pa.

13–14  Northeastern Minnesota SWO 
convention, University of 
Minnesota, Duluth, Minn.

14  Northeastern Pennsylvania SWO 
convention, Union Lutheran, 
Schnecksville, Pa.

20–21  South Carolina SWO convention, 
Redeemer Lutheran, Newberry, 
S.C.

  South Dakota SWO convention, 
First Lutheran, Brookings, S.D.

20–22  North Carolina SWO convention, 
Lenoir-Rhyne University, 
Hickory, N.C.

21  Northeastern Iowa SWO 
convention, Wartburg College, 
Waverly, Iowa

  Southeastern Iowa SWO 
convention, Bethesda Lutheran, 
Ames, Iowa

  Western Iowa SWO convention, 
St. Paul Lutheran, Holstein, Iowa

28  Gather Bible study intro event, 
Good Earth Village, Spring 
Valley, Minn.

July 2014
17  Gather Bible study intro event, 

Luther Seminary, Saint Paul, 
Minn.

22–24  Ninth Triennial Convention, 
Charlotte Convention Center, 
Charlotte, N.C.

24–27  Ninth Triennial Gathering, 
Charlotte Convention Center, 
Charlotte, N.C.

august 2014
2  Upper Susquehanna SWO 

convention, Camp Mount 
Luther, Mifflinburg, Pa.

9  West Virgina-Western Maryland 
SWO convention, St. Paul 
Lutheran, Morgantown, W.Va.

15–16  Virginia SWO convention, 
Muhlenberg Lutheran, 
Harrisburg, Va.

16  Gather Bible study intro event, 
Grand View University, Des 
Moines, Iowa

  Lower Susquehanna SWO 
convention, St. Bartholomew 
United, Hanover, Pa.

23  Gather Bible study intro event, 
Trinity Lutheran, Tacoma, Wash.

24  Gather Bible study intro event, 
Peace Lutheran, Portland, Ore.

Calendar For information on any of these events, contact Women of the ELCA at 
800-638-3522, ext. 2730, or e-mail Women.ELCA@elca.org.
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Join in the triennial convention offering
 

You are invited to contribute to the 
offering that will be collected at the 
opening worship of the Ninth Triennial 
Convention. The churchwide executive 
board has designated this offering 
to be distributed in three ways. 
Lutheran Immigration and Refugee 
Service, which is celebrating its 75th 
anniversary this year, will receive 25 
percent of the offering. Another 25 
percent will go to On Eagle’s Wings 
Ministries, a North Carolina-based 
organization that restores women and girls who have 
been sexually exploited through the commercial sex 
industry. The final 50 percent will go to the ongoing 

churchwide ministries of Women of 
the ELCA. These designations were 
made in response to memorials on 
related topics that were adopted at 
the Eighth Triennial Convention in 
2011.
 You and your congregational 
unit can participate in the triennial 
convention offering and make a 
significant contribution to these 
important ministries. You will find an 
envelope for your convention offering 

in this issue of Interchange. Mail it to the churchwide 
office, and your unit’s gift will be publicly recognized 
during the convention in Charlotte.
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