
Call 800-328-4648 
to order  
 a subscription to Gather!
1 year/10 issues $15
2 years/20 issues $28

order online 
www.augsburgfortress.org
Go to Periodicals and Devotionals/
ELCA magazines.  

Go to www.gathermagazine.org to get access to additional resources and articles.

Study reSourCeS
The only piece essential for the 
“Gathered by God” study is a 
subscription to Gather magazine; 
however, the following companion 
pieces add depth to the study. 

leader Guide
The Leader Guide provides the 
Bible study leader with additional 
background information not found in 
Gather. Included are tips on how to 
lead the discussion, instructions for 
activities and more.
elCaWo1025  $6.95

Companion BiBle
This handy volume puts the study 
texts in one convenient place. 
Printed in an easy-to-read size, it 
offers biblical texts for every session. 
elCaWo1026  $3.95

Bookmark
The “Gathered by God” bookmark is 
a terrific way to promote the Bible 
study and makes a great gift for 
group members. Sold in packs of 12.
elCaWo1027  $3.75

For BiBle Study reSourCeS
Applicable sales tax and shipping 
charges will be included when an order 
is placed. Call 800-638-3522, ext. 2580, 
or visit http://resources.elca.org/
Products-Women.html to order. Sign up 
for an online account and search for WO 
Bible studies.

We gather for many reasons and in many places. Each issue of Gather brings you thoughtful 
articles and engaging, award-winning Bible studies. Our faith-in-daily-life stories, 
regular columns on prayer and family will encourage, comfort, challenge, and inspire.  
Join our vibrant community of thinkers and doers today!  

THIS BROCHURE: elCaWo1024  Free

ConverSation. InSpIRaTIOn. aCtion.

Coming 
Summer 2013 
Three-session Bible study  
on world hunger, “All Who 
Hunger, Gather Gladly”  
by Audrey Novak Riley.



Gather is a publication of

September Session 1: Our Present, Christ’s Presence 
 “For where two or three are gathered in my name, I am there 

among  them.” Matthew 18:20 

October Session 2: Learning the Tough Stuff   
“Again he began to teach beside the sea.  Such a very large  
crowd gathered around him that he got into a boat on the sea  
and sat there, while the whole crowd was beside the sea on  
the land.” Mark 4:1 

november Session 3: Nothing Lost
 “Then Jesus took the loaves, and when he had given thanks,  

he distributed them to those who were seated; so also the fish, 
as much as they wanted. When they were satisfied, he told his 
disciples, ‘Gather up the fragments left over, so that nothing  
may be lost.’” John 6:11-12

December Session 4: Shake It Up
 “When they had prayed, the place in which they were gathered 

together was shaken; and they were all filled with the Holy Spirit 
and spoke the word of God with boldness.” Acts 4:31

Jan/Feb  Session 5: Getting Away
 “The apostles gathered around Jesus, and told him all that they 

had done and taught. He said to them, ‘Come away to a deserted 
place all by yourselves and rest a while.’”  Mark 6:30–31

 Session 6: Koinonia Calling
 “God is faithful; by him you were called into the fellowship of his 

Son, Jesus Christ our Lord.” 1 Corinthians 1:9 

March Session 7: Beneath Her Wings
 “Jerusalem, Jerusalem, the city that kills the prophets and  

stones those  who are sent to it!  How often have I desired to 
gather your children together as a hen gathers her brood under  
her wings, and you were not willing!” Luke 13:34

april Session 8: Storytelling
 “When they arrived, they called the church together and related 

all that  God had done with them, and how he had opened a door 
of faith for the Gentiles.” Acts 14:27

May Session 9: Time to Go
 “So when they had come together, they asked him, ‘Lord, is this 

the time when you will restore the kingdom to Israel?’” Acts 1:6

Along the Way
“Know that I am with you and will keep you wherever you go, 
and will bring you back to this land; for I will not leave you until  
I have done what I have promised you.” Genesis 28:15

Session 1: Travels with Jacob  
Session 2: Food for the Journey  
Session 3: Meeting Jesus Along the Way

In the beginning, God gathers the waters at 

creation, making order out of chaos and forming 

the lands. The Israelites gather manna in the 

wilderness, shepherds gather their sheep, and 

kings gather their people. The assembly gathers 

for worship; pilgrims gather for festivals; crowds 

gather around Jesus. Disciples gather for prayer 

and whole cities gather to hear prophets.  

We, too, gather in our everyday lives. Friends 

and family gather to share a meal, witness a 

wedding, grieve a loss, celebrate a life. People 

gather to work for justice, campaign against 

hunger, and offer service. We gather to support 

one another and we gather to learn. We gather 

our voices in song and prayer.  As communities of 

faith we gather for renewal, for inspiration, and to 

share stories that remind us who we are. We are 

gathered to be empowered and to be sent as God’s 

witnesses. Join us as we gather to explore some of 

these many ways that we are “Gathered by God.”  

  T H E M E  v E R S E  
“For where two or three 
  are gathered in my name, 
  I am there among them.” Matthew 18:20

aBout the author
Audrey West holds a Ph.D. in New Testament 
from Duke University as well as M.Div. and S.T.M. 
degrees from Yale Divinity School. She has served 
on the tenured faculty of the Lutheran School 
of Theology at Chicago and, more recently, as a 
visiting professor at Yale Divinity School and in 
the Luther Seminary Doctor of Ministry program in 
biblical preaching.

Audrey regularly leads workshops, retreats 
and Bible studies at Lutheran and Moravian 
congregations and synodical events throughout 
the country. She is the author of the 2004–05 
award-winning Bible study, Everyday Surprises: The 
Parables of Jesus, published in Lutheran Woman 
Today (now Gather). Originally from California, 
Audrey now lives with her spouse and several four-
legged critters in Bethlehem, Pa., where she gives 
thanks to God daily for the discovery that dark 
chocolate is good for the heart.

Summer 2012 Bible study
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by the Rev. Julie Kanarr
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Whether you study in a group or on your 
own, Gather will inspire and uplift you. 

Call 800-328-4648 to subscribe.


